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NOTES & NEWS 


Sterkia hemphilli (Sterki) 


in Central California 


BY 


BARRY ROTH 


Department of Geology, California Academy of Sciences 
San Francisco, California 94118 


THE MINUTE PUPILLID SNAIL Sterkia hemphilli (Sterki, 
1890) enjoys a fairly wide latitudinal distribution in south- 
ern and Lower California. It has been reported in coastal 
and subcoastal situations from Punta Abreojos north to 
the San Diego region (Pitspry, 1948) and inland in 
Waterman Canyon, San Bernardino Mountains, San Ber- 
nardino County (Berry, 1916). 

In October 1972 the author collected vegetable debris 
from under plant clumps on sand dunes immediately 
north and west of Oso Flaco Lake, southwestern San 
Luis Obispo County. Sterkia hemphillt was present in the 
debris in considerable numbers. 

The specimens agree in most particulars with original 
lot material in the California Academy of Sciences and 
with specimens from Waterman Canyon (A. G. Smith 
collection No. 883). The peripheral sulcus on the last 
whorl is consistently well developed. Two scalariform 
specimens were found, one of 24, the other of 34 whorls. 
Variable characters within the species include the strength 
of the peripheral sulcus, convexity of whorls, and length- 
breadth ratio. 

This portion of the central California coast has a mild 
climate with cool summers and relatively uniform tem- 
peratures. Most of the year’s rainfall occurs in winter. 
At the collection site, the vegetation is the Coastal Strand 
plant community of Munz « Keck (1959) ; conspicuous 
plants include sea-fig (Carpobrotus chilensis), Hottentot- 
fig (C. edulis), coastal isocoma (Isocoma veneta), prick- 
ly phlox (Leptodactylon californicum), and bush lupine 
(Lupinus spp.). Around the roots of these plants the sand 
is somewhat stabilized. Coastal fog condenses on the foli- 
age; a drip zone underneath offers slight continual damp- 
ness throughout the rainless summer months. This un- 
doubtedly favors molluscan activity. 

In addition to Sterkia hemphilli, the minute snails 
Striatura pugetensis (Dall, 1895), Punctum conspectum 
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(Bland, 1865), and Vertigo californica californica (Rowell, 
1861) were found in the litter. Shells of an Helmintho- 
glypta similar to H. walkeriana (Hemphill, 1911) were 
common on top of the debris. 

The author extends his thanks to Allyn G. Smith, Cali- 
fornia Academy of Sciences, who examined the material 
and recognized the occurrence as a range extension. 
Elizabeth McClintock kindly identified some of the plant 
species. Representative specimens of the snail have been 
deposited in the Department of Geology, California Aca- 
demy of Sciences, and in the private collections of A. G. 
Smith and the author. 
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Babakina, New Name 
for Babaina Roller, 1972, Preoccupied 


BY 


RICHARD A. ROLLER 
607 Driskell Street, Paris, Illinois 61944 


RECENTLY SEVERAL COLLEAGUES have kindly informed me 
that the generic name Babaina has been listed in the 
systematic section of the work on the subclass Opistho- 
branchia, family Chromodorididae by Franc (1968) in 
the Traité de Zoologie. The name is attributed to Odhner, 
but apparently first appears in the Franc work, with no 
statement as to how the name was first proposed, or who 
made the type choice. The full citation from page 867 is 
as follows: 
“Babaina Odhner. Dents toutes allongées, étroites, bicus- 
pidées. B. florens Baba, Japon.” 

It would appear that the description by Franc is suffi- 
cient to constitute a valid generic name. Therefore the 
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Babaina proposed by me (Rorer, 1972) for a genus of 
eolid nudibranchs is preoccupied. I propose the name 
Babakina as a substitute for Babaina Roller, 1972. The 
new family name would become Babakinidae. 


BABAKINIDAE Roller, nom. nov. 


Babakina Roller, nom. nov. 


Babakina festiva (Roller, 1972), comb. nov. 


Literature Cited 


Franc, ANDRE 
1968. Sous-classe des opisthobranches. Mollusques gastéropodes et 
scaphopodes. In: P Grassé, Traité de zoologie: Anatomie, systéma- 
tique, biologie. 5 (3): 1083 pp.; 11 plts.; 517 text figs. Paris: Masson & 
Cie. 
RoLLER, RICHARD A. 
1972. Three new species of eolid nudibranchs from the west coast of 
North America. The Veliger 14 (4): 416 - 423; 28 text figs. 
(1 April 1972) 


Moving? 


If your address is changed it will be important to notify 
us of the new address at least six weeks before the 
effective date, and not less than six weeks before our 
regular mailing dates. Because of a number of drastic 
changes in the regulations affecting second class mailing, 
there is now a sizeable charge to us on the returned 
copies as well as for our remailing to the new address. 
We are forced to ask our members and subscribers for 
reimbursement of these charges; further, because of 
increased costs in connection with the new mailing plate, 
we also must ask for reimbursement of that expense. 
Effective January 8, 1968 the following charges must be 
made: 

change of address - $1.- 

change of address and re-mailing of a returned issue 

- $2.-. 

We must emphasize that these charges cover only our 
actual expenses and do not include compensation for 
the extra work involved in re-packing and re-mailing 
returned copies. 


Important Notices 


It is with great regret that we must announce the follow- 
ing increases in Membership Dues and Subscription Rates. 
effective with volume 16: 

Membership Dues are US$12.00; to this we must add 
US$1.50 for members living in Canada, Mexico, Brazil, 
and all Spanish speaking countries (postally known as 
PUAS-countries ) ; for members in all other foreign count- 
ries, the postage charge will be US$2.00. The basic sub- 
scription rate is set at US$25.00; to this must be added the 
same postage charges as for members. 

We are willing to accept requests for expediting our 
journal via AIR MAIL; however, in that case we must 
ask for an additional payment of US$6.00 in all cases 
where the Veliger goes to domestic addresses, and a depos- 
it of US$12.00 for all foreign addresses (including PUAS). 

Because of the peculiar rate-fixing policies of the Postal 
Service (the so-called “temporary rates” which may be 
put in effect without advance notice, pending a final deci- 
sion by the Rate Fixing Commission) we must reserve the 
right to ask our members and subscribers for additional 
payment for postage charges; however, because of the 
rather high cost such an extra collection would cause, 
we expect to absorb any but unbearable increases. That 
such increased charges may have to be reflected in future 
price schedules is evident. 

It is general knowledge that in spite of the optimistic 
statements made in the propaganda disseminated by the 
U. S. Postal Service, the service continues to deteriorate. 
Regrettably, however, the United States of America is not 
alone in this respect. Evidence is accumulating in our 
offices to the effect that irregularities occur in other count- 
ries as well; to our surprise, Japan is one of these. Since 
we have designed a system which makes it impossible to 
omit mailing copies of our journal to any member or sub- 
scriber who is paid up, and because of the regulations 
pertaining to the second class mailing permits, we know 
that if a copy does not reach the addressee, the fault lies 
with the postal system of the country or area of destina- 
tion. Our complaints to the local Post Office can bear no 
fruit in such cases. We must request our members and sub- 
scribers to inquire at their local post offices if their copies 
do not arrive. We cannot replace lost copies free of charge 
and, unless the journal were mailed by insured post, the 
Post Office will not indemnify the injured party. The 
losses we have sustained in the past years have been 
mounting steadily, and not in proportion to our increased 
circulation. 


